In order to settle the issue of equivalence or non-equivalence of the two lone pairs of electrons on oxygen atom in water molecule, a quantum chemical study of the dipole correlation of the electronic structure of the molecule as a function of conformations generated following the normal modes of vibrations between the two extreme conformations, C 2v (∠HOH at 90º) and D ∝h (∠HOH at 180º), including the equilibrium one, has been performed. The study invokes quantum mechanical partitioning of molecular dipoles into bond moment and lone pair moment and localization of delocalized canonical molecular orbitals, CMO's into localized molecular orbitals, LMO's. An earlier suggestion, on the basis of photoelectron spectroscopy, that one lone pair is in p-type and the other is in s-type orbital of O atom of water molecule at its equilibrium shape, and also the qualitative "Squirrel Ears" structure are brought under serious scrutiny. A large number of conformations are generated and the charge density matrix, dipole moment of each conformation is computed in terms of the generated canonical molecular orbitals, CMO's and then Sinanoğlu's localization method is invoked to localize the CMO's of each conformation and the quantum mechanical hybridizations of all the bonds and lone pairs on O center are evaluated in terms of the localized molecular orbitals. Computed data demonstrate that the electronic structures i.e. two bond pairs and two lone pairs and its hybridization status of all conformations of water molecule are straightforward in terms of the LMO's. It is further revealed that the pattern of orbital hybridization changes continuously as a function of evolution of molecular shape. The close analysis of the generated LMO's reveals that one lone pair is accommodated in a pure p orbital and another lone pair is in a hybrid orbital in almost all conformations. One more important result of the Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2006, 7 72 present study is that, with the physical process of structural evolution from close angular shape to the linear transition state, the length of the σ (O-H) decreases and its strength increases as a monotone function of reaction coordinates. The bond length is shortest and the strength is largest at the transition state of structural inversion. Result of structural effect of the present study during the evolution of molecular conformations is quite consistent with the result of a very refined calculation that one physically significant feature of force field that the stretching force constants at the linear geometry are considerably larger than their equilibrium counter parts. The variation of bond strength and the hybridization of s and p orbitals on O atom center to form the σ (O-H) bond as a function of evolution of conformations is in accordance with Coulson's prediction. The total dipole moment of all conformations is partitioned into the contribution from bonds and lone pairs and correlated in terms of the computed hybridization in lone pairs. The analysis of the variation of dipole moment as a function of angular to linear structural evolution reveals that the dipole moment of H 2 O molecule is not due to the bond moments only but a significant contribution comes from a lone pair. It is strongly established that the dipole moment of water molecule at and around the equilibrium geometry is not due to the bond moments only and the major part of the molecular dipole comes from the contribution of lone pair electrons. This necessitates the accommodation of a lone pair of electrons in a hybrid orbital on O atom. The computed LMO's webbed with partitioned molecular dipole reveal that one lone pair is in a pure ptype orbital and the other lone pair is in a hybrid of s and p, and not in a pure s type orbital as suggested on the basis of photoelectron spectra. The possibility of qualitative "Squirrel Ears" structure is also ruled out. The problem of equivalence or non-equivalence of the two lone pairs of the O atom in water seems to have been finally resolved by the present quantum chemical calculation. An attempt of locating the origin of barrier to the physical process of inversion of water molecule is made in terms of energy partitioning method. It is found that the dipole can be used as a descriptor for the elucidation of electronic structure of molecules.
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Introduction
Water, H 2 O, is one of the most indispensable ingredients for the creation of life on this planet. The triatomic molecule has an angular (C 2v ) shape in the equilibrium form and it may, following normal modes of vibration, evolve to linear (D ∝h ) transition state for inversion. The charge rearrangement during the formation of H 2 O molecule from its elements leads to the accumulation of net negative charge on the oxygen atom and net positive charge on hydrogen atoms, which are not placed symmetrically. This pattern of charge distribution creates a permanent dipole in the molecule although the charge of the whole molecule is zero [1] . The water molecules aggregate in vapour, liquid and solid states through the hydrogen bonding. The mechanism of water aggregation is a notoriously complex problem. The molecular mechanism of protein folding is a major unsolved problem in biology. The elucidation of the mechanism of protein folding is to decipher the final stage of genetic information [2] . The mechanism of protein folding or the base pairing in the DNA helix fundamentally depends upon the mechanism of hydrogen bonding. Many remarkable properties of liquid water are largely due to the high density of hydrogen bonds. The hydrogen bond network in liquid water rearranges and follows an ultra fast dynamics [3, 4, 5] . There are attempts of modeling the hydrogen bonding in liquid water within molecular dynamics [6] .
It seems that each and every modeling of the structure of liquid water presupposes a symmetric environment around oxygen atom [7] . One popular model of water is that of ice-like hydrogen bonded structure [8, 9, 10] . The open structure of ice seems to have been correlated in terms of the hydrogen bonding through two lone-pairs and two hydrogen atoms on each oxygen atom [11] .
This tetrahedral aggregation around oxygen atom has a precursor electronic structure of the water molecule that the oxygen atom is sp 3 hybridized with two lone-pairs and bond pairs of electrons directed along the apices of the tetrahedron. This electronic structure of water molecule is deeply implanted in the minds of chemists and physicists. A further simplified picture of the above structure of water molecule is known a "Rabbit Ears" [12] or "Squirrel Ears" [13] . Although Pauling [14] himself pleaded for the impossibility of sp 3 hybridization in O atom, VSEPR model [15] [16] [17] was invoked to correlate the "Rabbit Ear" structure of the molecule. But recently it has been pointed out by Laing [12] and Sweigart [18] , on the basis of photoelectron spectral data, that the two lone pairs on O atom of water molecule are not equivalent rather one lone pair resides in pure p while the other lone pair is in a s-type orbitals [12, 18] . This implies that the two lone pairs of electrons of the O atom of water molecule are not accommodated in an sp 3 or any other type hybrid orbitals. It transpires that a quantum theoretical quest for the electronic structure of water molecule is required to settle the issue of equivalence or non-equivalence and the hybridization status of the lone pairs on O atom
Dipole moment as a probe of the electronic structure of water molecule.
Water molecule is one of the most widely studied chemical systems. Innumerable theoretical and experimental reports of investigations of the water aggregates have appeared in the scientific literature. Its dipole moment is quite high. Levine [19] has summarized results of some important theoretical calculations, and the computed and experimental dipole moments of water molecule. It can be predicted easily that the dipoles of hetero-atomic molecules are due to the bond moments. Coulson [20] and Dewar [21] have argued at length that the major part of the dipole moments of molecules with lone pairs has its origin from lone pair moments. They [20, 21] have pointed out that the dipole due to the charge distribution in a pure s or pure p orbital vanishes identically to zero because of symmetry, but the hybridization or mixing of s and p orbitals at various proportions induces asymmetry in charge distribution leading to the creation of high dipole moment. Thus the lone pair moment arises from the asymmetry of the charge distribution when the electrons are accommodated in such hybrid orbitals. In the above premise, it may be argued that the bond moments are usually small and can be offset by symmetry of the shapes of the molecules. Thus it may be argued that molecules with lone pairs of electrons should have high dipole moments [20, 21, 22] and the total dipole of hetero-atomic molecules with lone pairs should have two components -bond moment and lone pair moment-
The bond moments arise from the charge density distribution on atomic sites in a molecule and the lone pair moment arises from the asymmetry of charge distribution in hybrid orbitals.
The permanent high dipole moment of water molecule cannot be correlated in terms of bond moment only because, if the experimental dipole moment (µ R ) [19] of water molecule is resolved into bond moments by the formula
where θ is the valence angles and µ b is the bond moment and µ R is the resultant molecular dipole moment, the bond moment becomes 1.745D and charge density on each H atom is 0.6208 a.u and that on O atom is 6.7584 a.u. It is apparent that such a charge distribution is unrealistic as because the chemical properties abundantly testify that water is not as acidic as would be predicted by the this hypothetical charge distribution. It, therefore, transpires that the lone pair(s) of O atom has a definite contribution to the dipole moment of water molecule. We [22] have recently found that dipole moment can be a descriptor of electronic structure of molecules containing lone pair electrons. The hybridization status of lone pair is straightforward in quantum mechanical localized molecular orbitals and the dipole partitioning can ascertain the contribution of lone pairs into molecular dipoles. The lone pair component of molecular dipole and the hybridization status of lone pair are complementary to each other [22] . Thus we can argue that the dipole moment can be used as descriptor of charge density distribution and the hybridization status in lone pairs of electrons in molecules.
However, the electronic structure in terms of the lone pair, bond pair and hybridization is the contribution of Valence Bond Theory, VBT evolved with time due to the seminal work of Lewis and Pauling [14, 23] . Pauling's [14] hybridization is a local perturbation under chemical response when valence orbitals of the responding atoms get blended just prior to the event of bond formation. In the Pauling's scheme of hybridization and structural correlation, however, there is one serious drawback that the model is environment independent and does not take into account the nature of ligands attached to a central atom. Bent [24, 25] , however, supplemented the work of Pauling by qualitatively incorporating the effect of change of environment around the atom, the site of hybridization. In may be further pointed out that Pauling's hybridization was designed for fixed geometries and if the molecular shape evolves during some physical process, there is no whisper, in this model, to evaluate the changes in hybridization during such continuous evolution of shapes of the molecules
The present day theoretical apparatus of studying the molecular electronic structure is some formalism either based on the method of Hartree-Fock-Roothaan and it's numerous variants [26] or the density functional theory, DFT due to Kohn and co-workers [27, 28] . However, it is strongly felt that DFT is an approximate theory and its final form suitable for application is yet to be developed [29] .
The molecular functions generated in terms of Hartree-Fock-Roothaan's formalism [26] are called canonical molecular orbitals, CMO's or spectroscopic molecular orbitals, SMO's [13] . The concept of lone pair and bond pair completely vanishes in such calculations. But the lone pair is almost a reality and indispensable in the theory of electronic structure of molecules. Scientists are recently trying to obtain structures analogous to the valence bond scheme from the computed MO wave functions. Many workers, exploiting the freedom of unitary transformation in Hartree-Fock space, have developed methods to generate molecular orbitals known as localized molecular orbitals, LMO's that restores the concept of lone pair and bond pair in a quantum mechanical way. More recently scientists are engaged to reproduce reliable electronic structure by transferring the results of ab initio calculation in the language of resonance theory [30, 31] . The important methods of transforming CMO's to the LMO's are summarized by Pipek et al [32] and Liu et al [33] . An alternative view of generating the localized bond concept in quantum chemistry is natural bond orbitals [34, 35] .
We [22, [36] [37] [38] have found that the hybridizations of lone pairs and bond pairs are straightforward in the LMO's generated from CMO's by unitary transformation. We have also tested the efficiency of the method of localization suggested by Sinanoğlu [39, 40] that the method is fast, efficient and requires less computer time. Sinanoğlu himself demonstrated that the hybridization computed in terms of the LMO's generated through his method was in good agreement with experimental predictions. There is one more advantage of the method of Sinanoğlu in elucidating the electronic structure. We have found [36, 37] that the unambiguous quantum mechanical hybridization can be evaluated in terms of the generated LMO's of molecular conformations that evolve during the physical process of inversion of molecules. Thus we see that the lone-pair and bond pair and unambiguous hybridization in any shape of a molecule can be conveniently computed quantum mechanically. The CMO's can be utilized first to evaluate observables like charge distribution and dipole moment and thereafter these delocalized orbitals are localized to generate lone pair and bond pairs by suitable unitary transformation upon the CMO's -and the unambiguous hybridizations can be easily evaluated in terms of the generated LMO's. We, therefore, bring the suggestion that [12, 18] one lone pair resides in pure p-type and the other lone pair resides in pure s type orbital of O atom and also the qualitative "Squirrel Ears" structure of water molecule under serious scrutiny. To settle the problem whether the lone pairs of electrons on the oxygen atom of water molecule are accommodated in a pure or a hybrid orbital, we propose to exploit conveniently the method of dipole correlation of electronic structure recently suggested by us [22] . We want to proceed a bit more. The water molecule occurs in angular shape (C 2v ) in the equilibrium geometry and evolves, following the normal modes of vibrations, to linear form (D ∝h ), the transition state for inversion. It may be pointed out that the magnitude of barrier to the linearity of water is quite high [41, 42] . It has been opined by many workers that the stretching frequency of the 'O-H' bond of water molecule both in ground and excited vibrational levels is worthy of investigation [3, 4, 5, 6] . We therefore propose to optimize and evaluate the 'O-H' bond strength at each conformation generated theoretically. The bond energy can be conveniently evaluated invoking the energy partitioning technique of Fischer and Kollmar [43] . We have already demonstrated that the energy partitioning approach is a meaningful venture in locating the origin of barrier to the physical process of inversion [36, 37] and intra molecular rotation [44, 45] of molecules. We have, therefore, taken up a detailed study of the dipole correlation of the electronic structure of the conformations, including the equilibrium one, of water molecule between angular to linear shapes.
Method of Computation
We start with a very close ∠HOH angle and then the molecule is allowed to evolve theoretically following the normal mode of vibration till the linear transition state is reached. We adopt the GOT, the geometry optimization technique in this study. The approximate SCF-MO method of Pople and Co-workers [46, 47] is invoked to optimize the length of O-H bond at each conformation and then the CMO's are generated at optimized geometry and the charge density distribution and dipole moment are calculated. The CMO's are then transformed into the LMO's by invoking the Sinanoğlu's method of localization and the unambiguous quantum mechanical hybridization on the oxygen atom center is determined for each conformation.
Localization and Computation of hybridization
The general scheme of localization may be written in equation (3) below:
Where L is the localized set and C is the canonical set of molecular orbitals, and T is the unitary matrix which converts a set canonical or delocalized molecular orbitals into localized molecular orbitals. T is suitably chosen by different methods of localization. We have invoked the algorithm developed by Sinanoğlu [39, 40] .
In order to analyze the bonding and the nature of atomic hybrids used by various atoms to form bonds and lone pairs in a molecule, the LMO belonging to a central atom is extracted from the generated full LMO neglecting the vanishingly small off-center contributions i.e., delocalized tails. Since generated LMO's are orthonormal, the truncated LMO's -the bond and lone pair LMO's are no longer normalized. The extracted LMO's are therefore renormalized before the hybridizations on O center are computed. To ensure normalization of the hybrid orbitals and renormalization of the truncated LMO's, we adopt the following procedure:
Now we ensure that
and
However, detailed calculation shows that the nature of the s-p atomic hybrids is simply found from the ratio of the square of the coefficients of 2s orbital and the sum of the square of the coefficients of 2p orbitals in the LMO's.
Computation of molecular dipole and its partitioning into bond and lone pair moments
The permanent quantum mechanical electric dipole moment, µ of the molecule whose electronic state is given by ψ el is µ=∫ ψ el * d op ψ el dτ (8) where d op is the quantum mechanical operator of dipole moment. The electric dipole moment operator, d op for a molecule includes summation over both the electronic and nuclear charges.
where r α is the vector from the origin to the nucleus of atomic number Z α and r i is the vector to the electron i.
Since the second term in eqn 9 is independent of the electronic coordinates, we have
Because of the indistinguishability of the electrons, we can write this expression as µ = -e N∫ (ψ el ) 2 r i dτ + eΣ Ζ α r α α (12) where N is the number of electrons in the molecule and r i is the position vector of electron i. Introducing the electronic probability density, ρ(x,y,z) ,we write
The equation 13 gives the electric dipole moment for a continuous charge distribution. Now expanding ρ in terms of the molecular orbitals and then expanding the molecular orbitals, in turn, in terms of the atomic orbitals according to LCAO-MO SCF scheme and invoking the necessary approximations of the Pople's method [46, 47] , the molecular dipole moments are obtained as a sum of two components as already mentioned above:
1) µ chg , a contribution from net atomic charge densities 2) µ hyb, a contribution from atomic polarization or hybridization resulting from mixing of the 2s and 2p orbitals.
1) The component of dipole from net atomic charges
where Q A is the net charge on atom A and z A is the appropriate Cartesian coordinate. The Q A may be obtained from the following equation Q A = Z A -P AA (15) where P AA is the gross electronic population on atom A and Z A is the core charge.
2) µ hyb , the contribution from atomic polarization or hybridization:
were ζ Α is the orbital exponent of the orbital centered on atom A; φ's are atomic orbitals and P's are elements of corresponding density matrix. The hydrogen atoms are excluded from the summation for obvious reason.
Thus the two components of the dipole moment stated above may be labeled as dipole due to hybridization (µ hyb ), equations 16 and 17, and dipole due to net charge on atomic sites (µ chg ), eqn 14. The sum of these two components is the molecular dipole µ already mentioned in eqn. 13 above. Thus the quantum mechanical theory of molecular dipoles suggests that high dipole moment originate from the lone pair electrons accommodated in hybrid orbitals with induced asymmetry of charge distribution.
The localization technique of Sinanoğlu [39, 40] works within the framework of approximate SCF formalism of Pople and co-workers [46, 47] . The molecular dipole partitioning into bond and hybridization components can be easily envisaged in Pople's approximate SCF method. It may be further noted that a large number workers [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] have verified that dipole moments computed through above formulation invoking Pople's approximate SCF method is quite consistent with experiment. Relying upon Pople's suggestion that the total energy of a molecule can be partitioned into one and two center components, Fischer and Kollmar [43] decomposed the total energy into meaningful physical components. The algorithm is laid down below in short.
The total CNDO energy of a system can be written as sum of one center and two-center terms as follow: (18) where E A are monatomic terms and E AB are diatomic terms.
The monatomic terms E A and the diatomic terms E AB can be further broken down into physically meaningful components as follows: The superscripts characterize the physical nature of the energy terms.
where E A U , E A J and E A K are total monatomic orbital energy, electron-electron repulsion energy and non-classical exchange energy respectively.
where E AB R is the contribution of the resonance integrals to the energy of A-B bond and is the principal feature of covalent bond, E AB V signifies the total potential attraction of all electrons of A in the field of the nucleus of B plus those of B in the field of the nucleus of A, E AB J estimates the total electronelectron repulsion energy between two centers-A and B, while E AB N stands for nuclear repulsion and E AB K defines the total exchange energy arising out of quantum mechanical exchange effect between electrons of A and B and is an important quantity in the physical process of chemical bonding.
In view of the above noted cluster of added advantages, we have invoked the approximate SCF method of Pople and Co-workers [46, 47] in this study. Standard parameters [47] and STO basis sets are used. The overlap and coulomb integrals are computed through the explicit analytical formulae laid down by Roothaan [55] .
Results and Discussion
The computed results are presented in Tables 1-8 and for better visualization, results are drawn in Figures 1-7 . Analyzing the computed localized molecular orbitals for each conformation we see that the valence bond electronic structure of water molecule is perfectly reproduced in the present calculation. The LMO's corresponding for each conformation consists of two bond pairs corresponding to two σ (O-H) bonds and two lone pairs on O atom. The two bond pairs are perfectly equivalent. Hence we have reported only one LMO corresponding to each σ (O-H) bond and two lone pairs of each conformation in Table- 1. The quantum mechanical hybridizations of bond and lone pairs are computed invoking eqn. 4 in terms of the LMO's in Table- 1 for all the conformations of water molecule and are presented in Table- 2. The variation of the length and the energy of the σ (O-H) bond and the hybridization on O-atom forming the bond as a function of ∠HOH angles are reported in Table 3 . The gross atomic charge densities on O and H sites, the dipole moment of the molecule along with its dissected components, the percentage of s-character of the hybrid lone pair are presented in Table 4 . The decomposed energy components are presented in Tables-5- 
The structural effect
We have already mentioned that the information relating to the variation of 'O-H' stretching frequency with molecular vibrations in ground and excited state is an important input in correlating many physical data relating to water [3, 4, 5, 6] . From the results of this calculation it can be distinctly noticed that the length of the 'O-H' bond is decreasing and its strength is increasing as the molecule evolves in space from a close angular structure to the linear form. The increasing of stretching frequency and increase in the magnitude of energy of the 'O-H' bond measure the same physical effect. It is transparent from the results that the magnitude of 'O-H' bond energy is a monotone increasing function of the evolution of conformations of water molecule with the gradual opening of ∠HOH angle. This may be equivalently stated that the stretching frequency of 'O-H' bond is a monotone increasing function of the evolution of conformations of water molecule with the gradual opening of ∠HOH bond angle It may be cited that a similar shortening of bond length and increasing of stretching frequency 'O-H' bond during the physical process of gradual opening of the ∠HOH angle was observed in a much more refined calculation of Schaefer III et al [42] . Evaluated quantum mechanical environment dependent hybridization as a function of structural evolution demonstrates that, at each stage of evolution of conformation, the molecule rehybridizes. Or in other words, the hybridization status of bond pair forming the 'O-H' bond and the lone pair is a continuous function of the physical process of evolution of the conformations of the molecule following the normal modes of vibration. It is further revealed from an analysis of Figure 1 that the profiles of magnitude of energy of the 'O-H' bond and the percentage of s-character of the hybrid forming the bond increase hand in hand with the reorganization of the molecular structure during the physical process of dynamic structural evolution from C 2v to D ∝h .
Hence, the pattern of induced rehybridization on O center and the variation of the length and strength of the 'O-H' bond with the dynamic continuous change of conformation of the water molecule is in accordance with the prediction of Coulson [20] . We may further point out that the hybrid of O forming the σ (O-H) bond is sp 0.67 for linear shape and not sp as may be envisaged in Pauling's model of hybridization for linear shape. Foster and Weinhold [56] , by an NBO analysis, obtained a similar result on the pattern of hybridization in the linear structure of H 2 O molecule. Thus the computed structural effect following the dynamic evolution of conformation of water molecule is consistent with experimental [3, 4, 5, 6] and theoretical [42] observations relating to such process. 
Hybridization
The generated localized molecular orbitals at once reveal that two lone pairs on oxygen atom are not equivalent -one lone pair is in a pure p-type orbital in all conformations while the other lone pair is in an s-p hybrid in almost conformations. But the bond pairs are always s-p hybrids. But the computed data reveal one amazing pattern of change of hybridization of lone pair and bond pair on O atom center as a function of the physical process of C 2v to D ∝h structural evolution of the molecule that the extents of contributions of s orbital into the two hybrids have mutually opposite trend of variation. In the lone pair hybrid, the percentage of s in the hybrid is more when the ∠HOH angle is smaller, and the contribution of the s-orbital to the hybrid is less when the ∠HOH angle is larger and is minimum at the D ∝h form when the when the hybrid orbital accommodating lone pair becomes a pure p-type orbital. On the other hand, in case of bond pair, just opposite trend is observed. The contribution of s orbital in the hybrid of O atom forming the 'O-H' bond increases steadily with the opening of ∠HOH bond angle and becomes maximum at the transition state. The contribution of s into the hybrid accommodating lone pair decreases while that in hybrid forming the 'O-H' bond increases as the molecular structure evolves continuously from a close ∠HOH angles towards the transition state for inversion. Thus, as the molecule evolves in space by continuation of the normal modes of vibration by opening the ∠HOH angle to reach the structure of transition state for inversion, the percentage of scharacter in the hybrid orbital accommodating lone pair electrons decreases steadily until the hybridization vanishes completely into a pure p type orbital in the transition state. Thus the symmetry of the charge distributions in two lone pairs of O atom is equivalent only in the linear form and the lone pairs are now accommodated in pure p type orbitals. Now let us consider the hybridizations of all bond pair and lone pair of the molecule at the equilibrium geometry. A closer look at the Tables 1and 2 reveals that one lone pair is in a pure p-type orbital and the other lone pair is in an s-p hybrid (sp 0.46 ). [12] and Sweigart [18] . We have noted that the percentage of s character of the hybrid lone pair is 73 when the ∠HOH angle 90 0 . It is further noted that the contribution of s into this hybrid increases with decreasing ∠HOH angle. But the chance of one of the lone pairs being s-type is completely ruled out because, although s character of this lone pair increases with decreasing ∠HOH angle, the barrier height is quite high and population of H 2 O at this conformation is nearly 0.2% at 300K. The physical process of decreasing of ∠HOH angle may increase the percentage of s-character but there can be no population because of high energy of reorganization of structure. Hence such electronic structure of water molecule in which second lone pair is in pure s type orbital in addition to the one in a pure p-type orbital is highly improbable or unrealistic. 
Dipole moment
The fact that the dipole moment of water molecule is quite high and has two components at all conformations excepting the linear form only is well demonstrated by the computed results (Table 4) . It is also evident from the results of dipole calculation that as the molecule evolves in shape from a close ∠HOH angles towards the TS for inversion, the dipole moment and its dissected components, the bond moment and the lone pair moment, all decrease steadily and becomes zero at the linear conformation of the molecule. The gradual decrease in the lone pair moment with structural evolution and its vanishing at the linear form may be justified from the gradual destruction of asymmetry of charge distribution of the hybrid orbital accommodating such lone pair. We have already noted above that, with the evolution of structure with gradual opening of ∠HOH angle, the contribution of s-orbital in the s-p hybrid accommodating the lone pair decreases sharply. The nature of hybrid is changing very fast with the evolution of conformations and it is becoming predominantly p-character by elimination of the contribution of s-orbital from the s-p hybrid, which is evident from the percentage of s character of the lone pair in Table 2 . We have seen above that in the linear form of the molecule, the lone pairs are all accommodated in pure p type orbitals and hence the contribution of lone pair to the dipole vanishes because of symmetry. The bond moment vanishes by the geometrical symmetry of the transition state where two bond moments cancel each other. Evaluated data reveal that the bond moment component decreases as a function of the physical process of structural evolution of the molecule from close bond angle to linear transition state. Now let us attempt a rationale of variation of bond moment component with structural evolution. With the increase in valence angle above 90 0 , the resultant of bond moments, µ R should decrease because the resultant of the two bond moments is given by
where θ is the valence angles and µ b is the bond moment. Table 4 demonstrates that, with the evolution of the geometry and shape of H 2 O molecule in space towards the transition state, the charge density on O atom increases and that on H-atom decreases. This pattern of charge rearrangement on the atomic sites with the physical process of structural evolution is more transparent in Figure 2 . This computed pattern of charge rearrangement goes to increase the charge disbalance between O and H atoms, and hence the charge rearrangement goes to increase the bond moment. Table 3 demonstrates that the 'O-H' bond length decreases with the structural evolution. Thus the structural effect associated with the transition of the molecule from angular to the linear shape goes to decrease the bond moment component of the water dipole. It transpires that the increase in ∠HOH angles during the physical process of structural evolution from angular shape has diverse effect on the factors contributing to the bond moment. To sum up, we see that the physical process of opening of ∠HOH angles has the effect on bond moment as follows: (i) the charge imbalance on O and H atoms tends to increase, which tends to increase the bond moment; (ii) the 'O-H' bond length shortens, which tends to decrease the bond moment; (iii) the effect of increasing bond angle tends to decrease the dipole moment according to eqn.2 above. Thus the resultant effect of these three components tends to decrease bond moment with structural evolution of the molecule following the normal modes of vibrations and in the linear form, the bond moment becomes zero by cancellation because of structural symmetry. The lone pair moment also vanishes at the linear form because of the symmetry of atomic orbital functions. The Figure 3 nicely reveals the correlation of the variation of the total dipole moment and its components of the H 2 O molecule with the physical process of C 2v to D ∝h structural evolution. From Figure 3 and Table 4 it is evident that, in making the molecular dipole, the contribution of the bond moment is smaller than lone pair moments in all conformations of the molecule. This implies that the major fraction of the dipole moment of H 2 O molecule comes from the lone pair moment. From the Figure 3 it transpires that, with the gradual evolution of the molecular shape, the total and the lone pair component decrease at an accelerated rate but the bond moment decreases very slowly. It is further demonstrated by Figure 3 that the pace of variation of total moment and the lone pair component are very close to each other while that of bond moment is slow. The lone pair moment is controlled by its asymmetry in charge distribution. This asymmetry sharply declines with structural evolution whereas the bond moment has at least three contributing but mutually opposing components. Thus, the magnitude of dipole moment of the H 2 O molecule and its variation with the physical process of C 2v to D ∝h structural evolution cannot be justified unless we consider that at least one lone pair on O atom is housed in a hybrid orbital because, if the two lone pairs are in pure s and pure p type orbitals, the dipole due to lone pairs would vanish identically to zero [20, 21] . The variation of lone pair moment with the change in asymmetry of the orbital accommodating such lone pair is more transparent in Figure 4 . An interesting result transpires from the present study. For the generation of dipole, it is absolutely necessary that the orbital accommodating electrons must have asymmetry. To induce the required asymmetry, the mixing of different orbitals is a condition precedent. The larger the induced asymmetry, the larger is the magnitude of dipole. The variation of the magnitude of lone pair moment and the role of the percentage of s-character of hybrid accommodating this lone pair electron is distinct from Figure 4 . It is also transparent from Figure 4 that the rate of reduction in magnitude of lone pair moment and the percentage of s-character of the hybrid accommodating the lone pair become accelerated as the molecular conformations reach nearer and nearer the transition state for inversion. Thus the present analysis of the dipole moment of H 2 O molecule in terms of computed results proves unequivocally that the two lone pairs of O atom are nonequivalent and it can not be fact that one lone pair is in a pure p type and the other is not in s type orbital at equilibrium or at conformation nearing the equilibrium conformation. It is once again transparent that the dipole moment and the hybridization status of an orbital accommodating lone pair electrons are webbed with each other. One is the descriptor of the other. 
4 Energy partitioning analysis and the origin of barrier
We have already pointed out that the inversion barrier of water molecule is quite high [41, 42] . This implies that the major population of water structure will be at the equilibrium shape. We have studied the electronic structure and the variation of the strength of 'O-H' bond of the conformations of the molecule. The high magnitude of linearization barrier has a deep bearing on the shape and the magnitude of dipole moment of the molecule. Hence, glimpses of the origin of the barrier and the reason of its high magnitude are highly relevant to settle the electronic structure of water molecule. We attempt to rationalize conformational behaviour of water molecule in terms of decomposed energy components. The type and number of one-and two-center bonded and non-bonded interactions are transparent from the shape of the molecule. There are only three one-center energetic effects on O atom and two H atoms, only two bonded 'O-H' interactions and only one 'H----H' nonbonded interaction.
One-center effect
It is distinct from the evaluated one-center energetic effects on 'H' and 'O' atoms that all the onecenter effects act in same direction when the structure of the molecule evolves through opening the ∠HOH angles and effects strongly resist the opening of ∠HOH angle. The nature of variation of the one-center energies on 'H' and 'O' atoms are more revealing from Figure 5 . Figure which demonstrates that the one-center energetic effects on H and O atoms increase sharply with increasing ∠HOH angles. A close look at the Tables 5-6 and Figure 5 reveals that the rate of rise in the magnitudes of the one-center energetic effects with the opening of ∠HOH angle is so accelerated that these energetic interactions make the inversion barrier of water molecule quite high. From the computed data of the two center bonded ('O-H') interaction it is evident the bond energy decreases sharply with the opening of ∠HOH bond angles and strongly accelerates the Physical process of evolution of conformations from C 2v to D ∝h form and this bonded interaction goes to reduce the height of the barrier to inversion. The evaluated two-center 'H---H' nonbonded interaction demonstrates that is repulsive in all conformations and the interaction decreases with increasing ∠HOH angles. The two energetic effects are plotted as a function of reaction coordinates in Figure 6 . The nature of variation of these two-center effects is transparent from the profiles of the respective energetic effects. The steady variation of theses energetic effects with reaction coordinates shows that these effects tend to accelerate the physical process evolution of conformations following the normal modes of vibration by opening the ∠HOH angles. The two-center energetic effects, bonded and non-bonded, together reduces the height of the barrier to inversion. The energy partitioning analysis reveals that one-center effects retard the physical process of linearization of structure where as the two-center effects accelerates the process. But from Tables 5-8 it is evident that the magnitude of one-center energetic effect at each stage of structural evolution is considerably higher than that of twocenter effects and as a result, the barrier height is quite high. It may be argued in terms of the explicit algorithm of energetic effects that the of accelerated rate of variation of the one-center energetic effects occur following the pattern of charge rearrangement as a function of evolution of molecular conformations.
Conclusion
A detailed quantum chemical computation of the hybridizations at O atomic center, and the dipole moments of large number of conformations between a close angular shape to linear transition state for inversion of H 2 O molecule have been performed. The purpose of the present study is to settle the problem of the electronic structure of the molecule with regard to the hybridization status of the two lone pairs of electrons on the O atom. Impetus of the present study comes from the fact that it is deeply implanted in the minds of chemists and physicists that the electronic structure of water molecule is such that the two lone pairs of O atom are equivalent popularly known as "squirrel ear" structure for quite a long time. Recently there is another suggestion regarding the electronic structure of water on the basis of photoelectron spectroscopy that one lone pair is in p type orbital and the other lone pair is in s type orbital [12, 18] . We have recently observed [22] that dipole is a good descriptor of the status of hybridization of lone pair electrons. Our approach is two fold: Direct evaluation of quantum mechanical hybridization of all bond pairs and lone pairs and the analysis of molecular dipole in terms of its origin. The evaluated dipole is partitioned into its contributing components and then the component dipoles are correlated in terms of quantum mechanical hybridization of lone pairs and charge distribution in the molecule. We have theoretically generated a large number of molecular conformations below and above the equilibrium geometry and the method of geometry optimization, GOT, has been adopted. The electronic structures and its hybridization status of all conformations are straightforward in terms of the localized molecular orbitals, LMO's. Although the two bond pairs and lone pairs are distinct in all conformations, the molecule rehybridizes continuously as a function of evolution of shape. The computed hybridization shows that one lone pair is accommodated in a pure p orbital and another lone pair is in a hybrid orbital in almost all conformations. The asymmetry of the hybrid orbital accommodating a lone pair electrons is appreciable in conformations around the equilibrium conformations but such asymmetry fast diminishes with the physical process of attaining the transition state of inversion through the normal modes of vibration. The molecule has symmetric electronic structure at the linear form where all components of dipole vanish. In the above we have seen that the dipole moment and nature of hybrids accommodating lone pair electrons may be used as their mutual descriptor. When the hybridization status of a lone pair electron is known, the lone pair dipole can be predicted and when the lone pair component of the molecular dipole is known, the nature of hybrids accommodating lone pair electrons in molecules can be guessed. The obvious correlation comes from the fact that if lone pair electrons are accommodated in pure atomic orbitals, its dipole vanishes identically to zero because of symmetry. But if a lone pair is accommodated in a hybrid orbital, asymmetry is induced resulting in the generation of high dipole moment. Thus a dipole correlation of the electronic structure of water molecule is a quite meaningful attempt of depicting its true representative electronic structure. The results of calculation of hybridization status and lone pair component of molecular dipole seem to demonstrate unequivocally that the two lone pairs are not equivalent. The analysis of the variation of dipole moment as a function of angular to linear structural evolution reveals that the dipole moment of H 2 O molecule is not due to the bond moments only but a significant contribution comes from a lone pair. Thus it is strongly established that the dipole moment of water molecule at and around the equilibrium geometry is not due to the bond moments only and the major part of the molecular dipole comes from the contribution of lone pair electrons. This necessitates the accommodation of a lone pair of electrons in a hybrid orbital. The computed data reveals that one lone pair is in a pure p-type orbital and the other lone pair is in a hybrid of s and p, and not in a pure s type orbital as suggested on the basis of photoelectron spectra. The problem of equivalence or nonequivalence of the two lone pairs of the O atom in water seems to have been finally resolved by the present quantum chemical dipole correlation of electronic structure. Present detailed quantitative study completely rules out the possibility of accommodating one of the two lone pairs in pure s orbital at equilibrium or near equilibrium shape of water molecule. We may refer to one qualitative and another quantitative suggestion regarding the electronic structure of water molecule which support the findings of the present analysis. Hall [57] , and Foster and Weinhold [56] suggested that, of the two lone pairs of water molecule, one should be in a pure p-type orbital and the other in a hybrid. One more important result of the present study is that with the physical process of structural evolution from close angular shape to the linear transition state the length of the σ (O-H) decreases and its strength increases as a monotone function of reaction coordinates. The bond length is shortest and strength is largest at the transition state of structural inversion. We may refer to the results of a very refined calculation [42] that one physically significant feature of force field that the stretching force constants at the linear geometry are considerably larger than their equilibrium counter parts. The energy partitioning analysis has been invoked to rationalize the high barrier height of the inversion of structure of the water molecule. The electronic structure of the equilibrium geometry of the water molecule, on the basis of the present calculation, has been depicted in Figure 7 . Figure 7 . The electronic structure of water molecule at equilibrium geometry.
